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literary reputation of Alexander Goncharov (1812-1891), author of several books, rests almost exclusively on his novel Oblomov (1858); its hero has become the symbol of dreamy inefficiency and paralysis of will characteristic of a section of the landed nobility. Oblomov is a strange and weird story which to this day has lost none of its significance and interest. Alexis Pisemsky (1820-1881), a novelist and a playwright, was a pessimist according to even Russian standards; appropriately, his first play was called The Hypochondriac. Pisemsky 7s skepticism, bordering on cynicism, and his disbelief in reforms brought upon him the wrath of the social-minded critics, including those who recognized his mastery in portraying human baseness and futility. His most important work is the novel A Thousand Souls, published in 1858. Michael Saltykov-Shchedrin (1826-1889), at one time vice governor of a province, enjoyed immense popularity as editor of a radical review and author of numerous stories satirizing the inequities and petty tyranny of officialdom. His novel The Golovlev Family (1872-1876), the foreboding chronicle of a clan of country squires, was written with a restraint and economy of means which reveal the hand of a master. Pavel Melnikov (1819-1883), an authority on religious dissenters, produced under the pseudonym Andrew Pechersky two voluminous novels, In the Woods and On the Hills, which have for their setting the communities of old-believers in the wilderness of the middle Volga. In spite of their somewhat artificial and labored style these epic narratives, packed with illuminating facts and apt characterizations, make fascinating reading and still retain their popularity. There were, of course, many other novelists of lesser distinction whose works were widely read at one time but are largely forgotten today.
The ascendancy of the novel was accompanied by the decline of poetry, although the tradition of Pushkin and Lermontov was carried on by several authors of the older generation. The poems of Fedor Tiutchev (1803-1873), a diplomat and a man of the world, began to appear in print in 1836, and the first volume of his verse was published in 1852. A typical representative of the upper class of the early nineteenth century, Tiutchev was a reactionary in politics and invariably used French in conversation, correspondence, and prose writing. Yet he ranks among the most accomplished Russian poets, coming next to Pushkin and Lermontov. Athanasius Fet (1820-1892), a cavalry officer and a chamberlain of the imperial court, and the two